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	Connections rather than collections.

Rather than gathering a collection of Stafford Beers works, we thought it more valuable for the understanding of his legacy to establish connections.  

We considered the ‘collections’ that all other groups appeared to be gathering, and offer the following navigational tool. 








Many of these points can be clarified if we consider whether we are using Staffords work in either or all of the following three ways:

· functionalist way (i.e. prediction and control), 

· hermeneutic way (i.e. creating a shared interpretative framework for understanding and developing a common language) or 

· emancipatory way (i.e doing away with domination, alienation and abuse of power) way.  




In making your collections, please pay attention to these connections!





Connections to forebears (Ashby, Weiner, McCullough)








Connections to emergent ideas and theories (ideas that strengthen / inform the work as well as potentially challenging ideas such as Complexity theory)








Connections to other approaches contributing to human well-being.














Connections to other areas of application, such as risk management.











Connections to contemporaries (Sympathisers and detractors in systems and cybernetics and related disciplines)











